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Honorable Jesus G. Tarango, Jr. is the Chairman of Wilton
Rancheria. He was born and raised in Sacramento, California,
his traditional homeland as a Miwok / Nisenan tribal member.
He was born into and has continued to dance and sing
traditionally, from childhood into adulthood. He danced
alongside his brothers and sisters at heart, under their dance
Captain Bill Franklin, known affectionately to them as Grandpa
Bill. He is a devoted husband and father of six children to whom
he instills traditional tribal and community values. Jesus’
political career took hold in 2016 when he was first elected to
Wilton’s Tribal Council, where he swiftly made a name for

himself as an unbiased and for the people council member. His
demand for transparency earned him the position of Tribal Council Spokesperson only
months after being elected, which followed with his election to Vice-Chairman in 2018.
Only 2 years later would he win Wilton’s tribal election as the youngest appointed
Chairman.

Tribal politics was not new for him, as his mother Elder Mary Tarango was part of the
pioneering force that led to Wilton’s Federal recognition being reinstated in 2009 and she
was elected the Tribe’s first interim-Chairwoman. Jesus is dedicated to building an
economically sound infrastructure for his people and is devoted to bringing language and
culture back to all Wilton community members.

Jesus has a background in ethnic studies from Sacramento State and prior to his political
endeavors he ran a multi-million-dollar hub for FedEx as one of their most awarded
Supervisors. He managed over 500 team members and kept their hub afloat through the
Pandemic, until his election as Chairman in June 2020. Jesus is a driving force in the
community, he has made a partnership with Assembly member James Ramos, assistingin
the sponsorship of AB 338 (Chapter 280, Statutes of 2021) and has stood up in his
community as a voice for MMIWG. His goals are not only to bring change to his Wilton
community members but also to disenfranchised communities across the State of
California.



ANTHONY E. WRIGHT (He/Him) has served as Executive
Director for Health Access, California’s health care consumer
advocacy coalition since 2002. Health Access leads state
efforts to win patient protections, fight budget cuts and invest
in our safety-net, expand coverage and advance equity and
prevention. Wright led California’s coalition effort to help pass,
and later defend, the Affordable Care Act and state laws to
implement and improve it, and campaigns to successfully pass
numerous health reforms, including first-in-the-nation laws to
ensure timely access to care, to stop hospital overcharging of
the uninsured, and to expand Medicaid regardless of
immigration status.

As a consumer advocate and community organizer, Wright has been widely quoted in state
and national media. He has also worked for New Jersey Citizen Action, the Center for
Media Education, The Nation magazine, and in Vice President Gore’s office in the White
House. Bred in the Bronx, Wright graduated from Amherst College magna cum laude in
both English and Sociology. He lives in Davis with his wife Jessica, and his son Jefferson. In
exciting news, Anthony will depart this summer to lead Families USA, the national, non-
partisan voice for health care consumers, based in Washington, DC.



